CHAPTER 2 
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BEEN 
INJECTED!! 
THE 


POISON 
WAS ONLY 
ON THE 
SURFACE. 


I'VE SUCKED 
IT OUT, SO 
YOU'RE 
SAFE!! 
RELAX!! 


USING STARVATION 
TACTICS... 
H} SURROUNDING A 
LONE LITTLE GIRL 


FROM A DISTANCE 


WATCH ON 
HER AND 
SHADOWING 
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MADE THE ENEMY 
CAMPS ON MANY 
BATTLEFIELDS 
SHRIVEL IN FEAR... 
UNDER THEIR GREAT 
BOSS FiuMA 
YOU SEEM ' KOTAR6... WHERE 
QUITE ) THE HECK DID THEY 
DISSATISFIED 2 
WITH MY 


SHIOJI- 


BUT WE RECEIVE 
AN INSIGNIFICANT 
STIPEND FROM 


THIS 
MISSION 


NOT ONLY WILL 4 
THE FUMAs ‘ AFTER 
RECEIVE A A gy AZUMI IS 
LARGE REWARD, 


ey SHOULD WE KEEP 


FOLLOWING ‘ON TIMIDLY 
SHIOJI- _  TIP-TOEING AFTER A 
SAMA'S (LONE LITTLE GIRL 


PLAN? 


}_ FOR DAS ON END aa 


SHOULDN'T 


EACH ONE “ 


CONSIDER 
AND SPLIT 
INTO 


THE FuMAS 
DIGNITY? 
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7] +» IN A WORLD PUTTING 7 no 


| IN WHICH WARS OUR 


HAVE VANISHED, LIVES ON 
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SHOULDN'T 
EACH OF 
US CHOOSE 
HIS OWN 


GRouPs!? 


IN THE END, 
ONLY FOUR 
CHOSE TO 
FIGHT, EH? 


THE FuMAS 
ARE DONE 
FOR. 


NO-ONE 
ELSE CAN 


2 TAKE CREDIT 


THE OTHERS ALL 
S, SAID THAT THEY 
QUIT AND WENT 


SHIOJI-SAMA 
HAS COME 


UNDERSTAND 
YOUR 
IRRITATION AT 
MY STRATEGY. 


THERE WERE 
MAYBE TWEN’ 

WHO DECIDED 
THAT THEY 
WILL KEEP 
FOLLOWING 

SHIOJI-SAMA. 
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(VE BEEN 
CONSTANTLY 


y- i OPPONENT 
| DON’T WANT TO AZUMI IS, \f 
HAVE A LOT OF 
CASUALTIES 
AMONG MY MEN... 


LURING HER ALONE TO CAPTURING YESTERDAY WE TRIED TO 
‘A PLACE WHERE WE 5 ONE OF HER TAKE AZUMI'S 
HAVE THE ADVANTAGE, r coMm- TRAVELLING COMPANION 
AND KILLING HER. PANIONS, HOSTAGE, BUT WE 
FAILED... 


| THINK 
THAT THis [emer 
IS THE BEST Ray) 
COURSE OF [aguas 
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THAT KIND 


THAT’S WHAT 
THE GREAT BOSS 
KOTARO HAS 
TAUGHT us!! 


THEY TOLD ME 
THAT FOR A DANPEI AND His 


PROSTITUTE SHE MEN TRIED THE © 
HAD ONLY KNOWN , SAME METHOD 


NO MATTER 
WHAT DIRTY 
METHOD YOU 
USE, SLAY HER 
: ) WITHOUT 
a ii [hy HESITATION! 
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UNFAIR AND 
PRATTLING ARE 
LOSERS’ 
WHINING 


WHAT THE 
METHOD... IN 
THE END... 
VICTORY IS 
JUSTICE! 


SUCH WORD 
AS “DIRTY” 
FOR THE 


My NAME 
IS KAKUTA 
YASABURO. 


IF |, YASABURG, 
WERE TO KILL 


| WOULD LIke 

TO WORK AND 
SERVE AT YOUR 
SIDE, IN EDO... 


YOU DID 
iri! 


ONCE 
SHE'LL BE OLE BY 
yours!! SHIOJI- 
» sAn’s 


EVEN WOMAN... ONCE Yi, 
SHIOJI- THEY ARE IN YOUR ‘BY 
HANDS THEY ALWAYS 

END UP AS YOUR 


WELL... IN ABOUT 


Ay pret io ‘ THREE DAYS 
“IE! SO ‘ ahd 
Gooop!!* I! 7 Va tet 
, SPENDING THE 
. NIGHT IN MY 
ARMS... 


K  GWAAAul! 
=¢ UNBELIEVABLE! 


WHAT THE... 
DOES 
.. AND WHEN TORASUKE GET 
THAT HAPPENS, IT... 2 
PLL BE THE 
ONE RUNNING 
THE FuMAs!! 


WE CAN’T BUY ENOUGH 
TO EAT... WE'RE SCORNED 
BY SOCIETY... WE CAN'T 
GO ON LIVING LIKE THIS... 


IT’S BETTER 
TO FALL, TO 
DIE A 
GLORIOUS 
DEATH 


Rip TATSLINOJO-DONO, 


[-IT’s 


T-THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH!! — THANKS 
* TO 


AS AGREED, THIS 
IS WHERE WE 


SPLIT UP 


HORSES WILL 
CATCH UP WITH 


$0 STOP 
UNTIL VE | AND WAIT 
TURNED THE | HERE 
CORNER... PP 


IT’S JUST A 
SHORT 
GOODBYE, 
WE'LL SEE 
EACH OTHER 


FIIRMLY... LL 
ENDURE IT 
STROOONGLY... 


My MISSION IS TO OBEY 
TENAKAI-SAMA’S ORDER TO 
STAY BY YOUR SIDE, 
AZUMI-DONO, AND PROTECT 
youl! I'LL BEAR THE FEELING 
TO ACCOMPLISH THAT 
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CAREFUL AS 


POSSIBLE!! 


